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(57) Abstract: A shim (10) for use in the building industry is formed 
of first and second wedge elements (12, 14) which are substantially par- 
allel to one another and are of an elongate configuration. Each wedge 
element (12, 14) is provided with retaining means along one longitudi- 
nal side thereof, which take the form of a line of teeth (16, 18). These 
teeth (16, 18) have the purpose of holding between adjacent teeth a nail 
or screw which would keep the shim (10) in position. The two wedge 
elements (12, 14) are coupled together by a coupling element (40) at the 
thick end of the shim (10). The coupling between the element (40) and the 
wedge elements (12, 14) is such that the elements (12, 14) act in a unitary 
manner, substantially as would a shim formed by a single wedge element. 
The break lines (34, 36) at the top of the wedge elements (12, 14) enable 
the user to detach the wedge elements (12, 14) firom the coupling element 
(40) so that they can be used separately. This can be useful when a shim 
of smaller dimensions is required. 
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